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SOAPBOX 
 
I overheard a conversation recently when one person spoke of “radicals” and the 
other spoke of “greenies”. 
 
They were discussing conservation and development. 
 
I was reminded of the many times I have heard these words, including times 
when I myself was having conversations and arguments with others. 
 
I came to think long ago that we need the radical opposites. 
 
We need people to create discussion on issues such as the environment. 
 
Somewhere in between the stubborn optimists and the incorrigible pessimists we 
can all find a space for ourselves, where we can think about issues, discuss them 
and sometimes act on what we believe in. 
 
If we just accept what goes on, minding our own business and not see anything 
wrong with our world, then to me it is like divorcing oneself from a kind of ethics. 
   
Sometimes I find the place of these discussions ill-tempered and a site of 
personal attack. 
 
I also know, however, that they serve the function of questioning and disrupting 
the complacency of the times in which we live.  
 
It broadens our attention, creates doubt and confronts where some people 
believe we should be heading.  
 
I did hear that a group, Preserve Coconut Point Inc, is getting mobilized at the 
Capricorn Coast. 
 
The group will serve the purpose of bringing some important questions into focus 
about Coconut Point, which is on the Coorooman Creek side of Zilzie Beach. 
 
I’d rather this group, do this, than know that some issue passed by lightly without 
any scrutiny at all – just as other groups will raise questions elsewhere when 
issues surface at other sites in the future. 
 
I guess I’ll hear about “radicals” and “greenies” again. 
 
It won’t be the last time I hear these words and I’m glad. 
